TIMES AND SEASONS. 


“Trath will 
“ 


Te IV. No. |.) CITY OF NAUVOO, ILL. NOY, 15, 1842. [Whole No. 61. 


From the Millennial Star, no ordination, having possessed it eternally, 
ELECTION AND REPROBATION. || for Christ eays (Matt. xxviii: 18) all powerie 
SD you believe in Election and Reprobation 2 |\given unto me in beaven aud on earth; whieb 
Woprevent the necessity of repeating a thousand | could not have been if he was in eternal pom . 
mes what may be said at once, we purpose to|isession: and in the previously quoted verse we 
iswer this oft asked question in writing; so||discover that he that said unto him, i.e. his 
Bat the saints may learn doctrine, and all who|| father glorified him to be made an high priest, or 
Wil, may understand thet such clection and|| ordained him to the work of creating the world 
Mefobation as is taught in the old and new | and all things upon it; (Col. i: 16) for by him 
ments, and other revelations from Cod, || were all things created that are in heaven and 
@p fully believe, in connexion with every other] that are in the earth, and of redeeming the same 
gaeciple of righteousness; and we ask this fa-|/ from the fall; and to the judging of the quick 
warof all, into whose hands our answer may land dead; for the rightof judging rests in the 
game, that they will not condemn till they have priesthood; and it is through this medium that 
fend it through, in the spirit of meckness and|/the father hath committed all judgment unte 
meyer, the Son (John v: 22) referring tohis adminis 
Tho Lord (Jehovah) hath spoken through |i tration on the earth. 
(42, 1) saying, behold my servant, whom If it was necessary that Christ should receive 
meold, mine elect in whom my soul delight-|| the priesthood to qualify him to minister before _ 
Mm; evidently referring to the Lord Jesus Christ, || his father unto the children of men so as to re 
§ Son of God chosen or elected by the Father, ||deem and save them, does it seem reasonable 
(Peter, i: 20, who verily was fore-ordained || that any man should take it upon him to doa 
More the foundation of the world, but was | part of the same work, or to assist in the same 
ifest in these last times for you, who by | pricathood, who has not been called by the spir- 
do believe in God,) to serve him in the re-|lit of prophecy or revelation as was Aaron, and 
Smbption of the world, to be a covenant of the|l ordained accordingly? And canit be expected 
peple, (Isa. xlii: 6.) fora light of the Gentiles, |} hat a man will be called by revelation who 
tal the ylory of his people Israel; having or- jdoes not believe in revelation? Or will any 
@aned him tobe the jadge of the quick and jman submit to ordination, for the fulfilment of 
(Acts, x: 42) that through him forgive-l! revelation or call in which he has no faitht— 
waa of sins might be preached (Acts xiii: 38) | We think not. 
Bato all who would be obedient unto his gospel |} That we may learn still further that God calle 
Byery high priest must be ordained (Heb. v: | or elects particular men to perform particular 
and if Christ had not received ordination, || works, or on whom to confer special blessings, 
BP Would not have had power to ordain others, || we read (Isa. xlv:4) for Jacob my servant! 
rhe did when he ordaincd the twelve (Mark | sake, and Israel mine elect, I have called thee 
fF 14) to take a part in the ministry which he} (Cyrus) by thy namo: to be a deliverer to my _ 
eee received of his father: also, (John xv: 16) | people Israel, and to help to plant them on my > 
ie have not chosen me, but Ihave chosen you, |i holy mountain, (Isa. xv: 9, s¢e connexion) for 
See Ordained you that ye should go and bring] mine elect shall inheritit, and my servants shall 
Mean fruit, (Heb.v: 4) for no man taketh this | dwell there; even on the mountains of Pales- 
morunto himself but he that is called of God | tine, the land of Canaan, which God had before 
Anron,(v:5.) Soalso Christ glorifled | promised to Abraham and his seed; (Gen. xvii; 
Ee nemiself to be made an Migh priest, but he that | 8) and the particular reason why Abraham was 
meeonto him thou art my Son, this day have] chosen or elected to be the father of this blew 
| sed nation, isclearly, told by the Lord, (Gen. 
o being can give that which he does not} xviii: 19) for know him, that he will com 
consequently no man can confer the | mand his children and his household after hims 
ipmesthood on another, ifhie has not himself first |! and they shalf keep the way of the Lord, to do 
wedived it; and the priesthdod is of ‘such a na-|/ justice aud jadgment; that the Lord may bring 
Ste that it is impossible to investigate the prin]! gpon Abraham that which he hath spoken ef * 
of election,” roprobation, without | and this includes the generat principle of 
upon the: priesthood also; and, sleetion, i.e, that God chose, elected, or orda® 
they that‘ Christ needed] ped, Jeous Christ, his’ son, to be the Creates,” 
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Governor, Savior,, and Judge of the world; and 
Abrabam to be the father of the faithful, on ac. 
eount of his foreknowledge of their obedience 
to his willand commandments; which agrees 
with the caying inthe2d Timothy ii: 21, ifa 
man purge himself from these, he shall bea 
vessel unto honor, sanctified and meet for the 
masters use, and prepared unto every good 
work. 

Thus it oppears that God has chosen or elec. 
ted certain individuals, to certain blessings, or 
to the performance of certain works; and that 
we may more fully understand the movements 
ef the Supreme Governor of the universe in the 
order of election, we proceed to quote the sa- 
cred writers. 

Rom. viii: 29, 30, For whom he did fore- 
know, he also did predestinate to be conformed 
to the image of his son, that he might be the 
first born among many brethren: moreover, 
whom he did predestinate, them he also called, 
and whom he called, them he also justified, and 
whom he justified, them he also glorified. And 
whom didhe foreknow? Those that loved 
him, as we find in the 28th verse of the same 
chapter, for we know that all things shel! work 
together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his pur- 
pose. And whoare the called according to his 
purpose? Those whom he foreknew, for he 
foreknew that those, who loved him, would du 
his will and work righteousness, and it is vain 
for men to say they love God, if they de not 
keep his commandments, Cain found it so 
when he presented an unrighteous offering, for 
God said unto him (Gen: iv: 7) if thou doest 
well shalt thou not be aceepted; and yet he 
was not accepted; but whoso keepeth his word 
in him verily is the love of God perfected; and 
heteby we know that we are in him, (1 Johnii; 
&) or, that we are the called according to his 
purpose. 

But did not Ged foreknow all things, and al! 
ment Surely, known untoGod are all his 
works, from the beginning of the world; (Acts 
xv; 18;) but does that prove that all men would 
love him and keep his commandments, so that 
he would predestinate them unto eternal life? 
Certainly not, for that would make God to fore- 


pow things which weré not to be, and to pre- 


destinate men to that, unto which they could 
mover attain; (Mat. vii: 13) for wide is the 
gtte and broad is the way that leadeth to des- 
twuction, and many there be which go in there- 
The principles of God’s kingdom are perfect 
@ad harmonious, and the scriptures of truth 
geust sleo agree in all their parts, so that one 


sentiment thereof shall not destroy another, and 


when we read that whom he did foreknow, he 
ulso did predestinate; and that known unte 
God are al] his works; so that it might appear 
from an abstract view thereof, that God fore 
knew all, and consequently predestinated all to 
be conformed to the image of hisson; we ought 
also to read Mark xvi: 16, he that believeth not 
shall be damned; and John viii: 24, if ye be 
lieve not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins; 
also, Mat. xxv: 41, depart from me ye cursed, 
for Iwas an hungered and ye gave me no 
meat, &c. 


Paul referring to the saints, (Rom. i: 7) calle 
them beloved of God, called to be Saints; and 
says (Rom. viii: 1) there is no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the spirit; and goes on 
to shew in bis epistle to the Romans, that the 
law, (the law of carnal commandments given 
to the children of Israel, the covenant people,} 
could not make the comers thereto perfect, (see 
also Heb. x: 1) but was given for a school mas 
ter, to bring us unto Christ; (Gal. iii: 24) so 
that when he had come, and offered himself 
without spot to God, (Heb. ix: 14) the sacrifice 
ef the law should be dene away in him that the 
honest in heart all might come unto the perfect 
law of liberty, (James i: 25) or the gospel of 
Christ, walking no longer after the flesh, but 
after the spirit, and be of that number who love 
God and keep his comr:andments, that they 
might be the called according to his purposes 
(Rom. viii: 28) and these were the individuals 
refered to, whom God foreknew; such as Abel, 
Seth, Enoch, Noah, Melchizedec, Abraham, 
Lot, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Caleb, Jush- 
ua, , the harlot Rahab who wrought righteous 
ness by hiding the servants of God when thelr 
lives were sought by their enemies, Gideon, 
Barak, Sampson, Jeptha, David, Samuel, and 
the prophets, (Heb. xi) who, through faith, sub» 
dued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtaim 
ed promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge 
of the swerd, out of weakness were made strong, | 
waxed valiant in fight, and turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens; these all died in faith ha 
ing kept the commandments of the Most High, 
having ebtained the promise of a glorious im 
heritance, and are waiting the fulfilment of the 
promise which they e#btained, (Heb. xi: 40) 
God having provided some better thing for ug 
that they, without us, should not be made per 
feet. 


The prophet Alma bearsa Similar testimony 
to the other prophets concerning election in hie 
th chapter (Book of Mormon) saying, this& 
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he manner after which they were ordained: be- 
ing called and prepared from the foundation of 
the world, according to the foreknowledge of 
God, on account of their exceeding faith and 
good works; in the first place being left to 
choose good or evil; therefore they having cho- 
sen good, and exercising exceeding great faith, 
are called witha holy calling, yea, with thdt 
boly calling which was prepared with, and ac- 
eording to a preparatory redemption for such; 
snd thus they have been called to this holy cal- 
ling on account of their faith, while others 
would reject the spirit of God on account of 
the hardness of their hearts and blindness of 
their minds, while if it had not been for this 
they might have had as great privileges as their 
brethren. Or in fine; in the first place they 
were on the same standing with their brethren; 
thus this holy calling being prepared from the 
foundation et the world for such as would not 
harden their hearts, being in and through the 
. atonement of the only begotten son, who was 
prepared; and thus being called by this holy 
ealling, and ordained unto the high priesthood 
of the holy order of God, to teach his command- 
ments unto the children ef men, that they might 
also enter into his rest, this high priesthood be- 
ing after the order of his son, which order was 
from the foundation of the world; or in other 
words being without beginning of days or and 
ef years, being prepared from eternity to all 
eternity, according to his foreknowledge of all 
hhings. 

« Rom. ix: 11,12. For the children being not 
yet born, neither having done any good or evil, 
that the purpose of God, according to election, 
might stand, not of works, but of him that cal- 
leth; it was said unto her, the elder shall serve 
the younger. As we have before uhewn why 
God chose Abraham to be the father of the 
faithful, viz. because he knew he would com- 
mand his children and his household after him, 
ve now we see by this why the purposes of God 
secording to election should stand, and that 
for his oath’ssake. Gen. xxii; 16,17, 18. By 
myself have Isworn, saith the Lord, for be- 
eause thou hast done this thing, and hast not 
withheld thy son, thine only son, that it bles- 
dng I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy secd asthe stars of heaven, and 
ts the sand which is upon the sea shore; and 
thy seed shall pessess the gate of his enemies; 
end in thy seed shall allthe nations of the 
earth be blessed, because thou hast obeyed my 
toice. Here the Lord Jesus, comihg through 
the seed of Abraham, is again referred to, 
through whose sufferings and death, or in whom 
all the mations of the earth were to be blessed, 


or made alive as they bad died in Adam, | Con 
xv. 22. In this, election is made manifest, for 
God elected or chose the children of Israel to 
to be his peculiar people, and to them belong 
the covenants and promises, and all the ble» 
sings received by the Gentiles come through 
the covenants to Abraham and his sed; for 
through the unbelief of the Jews (fom. xi: 17) 
they were broken off. and the Gentiles were 
broken off,and the Gentiles wire grafted ing 
but they stand by /atth, , Rom. xi: 2), and not 
by the oath of election; therefore it becometh 
them to fear lest they cease quickly to bear 
fruit, and be broken off, [verse 21] that the 
Jews may be grafted in again, fcr they shall be 
grafted in again, if they abide not in unbelief. 

The Gentiles became partakers of the bles 
sings of election and premises through faith and 
obedience, as Peter says, writing to the stran- 
gers scattered abroad, 1 Peter, Ist chav. whe 
were the Gentiles, the elect according to the 
foreknowledge of God the Father, through the 
sanctification of the spirit unio obedience: 1 Pe 
ter ti: 9, fer ye are a chosen generation, a roy 
al priesthoed, an holy nation,a peculiar peom 
ple; that ye should shew forth the praises of 
him, who hath called you out of darkness inte 
his marvellous light, | verse 10] which in time 
past were not a people, but now are the people 
of God; which had nol oblained mercy, but now 
have obtained mercy. 

Why were they a peculiar people? Because 
God had chesen that generation of Gentiles, 
and conferred on them the blessings, which 
descended through the priesthood, and the eo 
venants unto the house of Israci, or grafted 
them into the good olive tree: Rom. xi: 17 and 
thus the house of Israel became ministers of 
salvation te the Gentiles; and this is what the 
house ef Israel was elected unto, not only their 
own salvation, but through themsalvation unte 
all others, John iv: 22, for salvation is of the 
Jews; Rom. xi: 11, and through their fall sab 
vation is come unto the Gentiles. Among the 
promised seed, we find Jesus Christ neither lase 
nor least, but the great high priest and head of 
all, who was chosen to lay down his life for the 
redemption of the world, for without the she& 
ding of blood there could be no remission of 
sine, Heb. ix: 22. 

Deut. vii: 6,7,8,9. Moses bears a similar 
testimeny with Peter, and Paul to the prine} 
plea of eleetion; for thou art an holy people 
unto the Lord thy God; the Lord thy God hath 
chesen thee to be a special people unto him- 
self, abeve all people that are upon the face of 
the eagth. The Lord did not set his love upoa 
you, aes cheese you, because ys were more in 
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uumber any people; tor ye were the tcw- 
est of all people; but because the Lord loved 
you, and because he would keep the oath which 
be had sworn unto your fathers, hath the Lord 
brought you cut witha mighty hand, and re- 
deemed you out of the house of bondmen, from 
the hand ef iharach king of Egypt. Know,. 
therefore thai the Lord thy God, he is God, the 
faithfu! God, which keepeth eovenant and 


chi, Jacob have i loved and Esau have | hated; 
and surely that was time evfficient to prove their 
works, and ascertain whether they were wor- 
thy to be loved or hated. 

And why did he love the ene and hate the 
other? J*orthe same reason that he accepted 
the offering of Abel, and rejected Cain’s offer- 
ing; because Jacob’s works had been righteous 
aml Esau’s wicked; and where is there a right- 
cous iather who would not do the same thing? 

Who would not love an obedient and affection- 


merey with them that love him and keep his 
commeondnients to a thousand generafions, 
which proves the 

sings of this hichly favored people. 


xxv: 25! the elver shall serve the younger.—/ 
And 
sau and Jacob, the husband of Rebecca, and 
the sou o! promise te Abraham, was the heir;, 
and as Esau wes the clder son of his father! 
Isaac, he had a legal claim to the heirsiv; ; but| 


> Eccause that Isaac, ihe father of | of pe rsuns,’ Acts x: 34. 


long continuance of the bles- i ‘te sop, more than one who was disobedient, 
sucht to injure him and overthrow the 
And the Lord suid unto her, (Rebecca, Gen. order ot his house? 


[Objection.] ‘But Ged 
sceih not as man eecth, and he is no respeeter 
Truc, but what saith 
‘the next verse, ‘Ile that feareth God and work- 
is acccpled of him; butit does 
not say that he that worketh wiekedness is ae 
cepted, and this isa proof that God has respect 


throug): unl<tlicf, hardness of heart, and baal to the actions of persons; and if he did not, why 
ger, he sold his birthright to his younger broth- || should he commeud obedience to his law? fer 
er, Jaco b, (;cen., XXvV: 33, and (aod know! lug vte lif he had no re spect to the actions of men, he 
fore hand that he would do this of his own free || Would be just as well pleased with a wicked 


will and choice, or acting upon that agency 
which God has delegated to a!l men, suid tw, 
his moihcr, the elder shall serve the younger; 
for as the elder son, Usau, has sold his birti- 

rightand by that means lost ail claim to the 
blessinys promised to Abraham, thore.blessiu:: 
and vromises must have failed, iftucy had not: 
descended with the purchased birthright unto 
the younger son, Jacob, for there was no other’ 
heir in Israel’s family; and if those blessings: 
bad failed, the purposes of God according to. 


man for his law, as a righteous man 


for kceping ii; and if Cain had done well he 
would have been accepted as well as Abel, 
(ren. iv: 7, and Esau as well as Jacob, which 
proves that God does not respect persons, only 


jin reledion to their acts, seo Mat. xxv. 34, to the 


end, Come ye blessed of my l’ather, inherit the 
singdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world, for 1 wasan hungered and ye gave 
me meat, Ac.; and because that Cod blessed 
Abel and Jacob, this would not have hindered 


election must have failed, in relation to the ae | his blessing Cain and Esau, if their works had 
terity of Israel, and the oath of Jehovah would | been rightcous like unto their brethren; 60 


have been broken, which cou}d net be, though} 


heaven and carth were to pass away. 

Rom. ix: 13.—As itis written, Jacob have l 
loved, but Esau heve I hated. 
‘written? Malachii: 1,2, verses. When 
it written? bout 397 years before Christ, and | 
Esau and Jacob were born about 1773 ycars bee 
fore Ciirist, according to the common compu- 
tation ofiime in scripture margin, se tbat Esau, 


and Jacob lived about 1376 ycars before the | 


Lord epoke by Malachi, saying, Jacob have I 


loved, but Esau haveI hated, as quoted by 
Paul. This textis often brought forward 


prove that (rod loved Jacob and hated Esau, 
before they were born; or, before they had done}, 
good or evil; but if God did love one and hate 
the other, before they had done good or evil, 

he has not ecen fit totell us of it, eithcr in the 
eld or new Testament, or any other revelation; 
but thie enly we learn thet 1876 ycars after 
Beau and Jacob were bern, Ged said, by Male- 


God’s choosing one nation to blessieg, does not 


| dsom another to cursing, or make them repro- 
| bate, according to the reprobation of God, as 
Where is it): 


some suppose; but by resisting the truth, they 

= reprobate concerning the faith, 2 Tim. 
8, and arc abominable, and disobedient, and 

unto every good work reprobate, Titus, i: 16, 


| consequently are notthe fit subjects for the 


blessings of clection. 

tom. ix: 16, fur he saith-te Moses, I will 
have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whol will bave 
compassion, sce Ex. xxxiii:13 tothe 19. My 
presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest, for tou hast found grace in my sight, and 
I know thee by name, and I will make all my 


| goodness to pass before thee, and I will pro-. 


claim the name of the Lord before thee; aud I 
will be gracious te whom I will be gracious, 
and will shew mercy on whom! will shew 


mercy, Rom. ix: 16. 6othenis ie net of bem 
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that willeth, aor of him that runneth, but of 
God that sheweth mercy; having his eye at the 
sane time directed towards his covenant people 
in Egyptian bondage. 

For the scripture eaith unto Pharsoh, Ex. ix: 
16, 17, and in very deed for this cause have | 
raised thee up, for to shew in thee my power; 
and that my name may be declared througheut 
allthe earth. As yet exaltest thou thyself 
against my people, that thou wilt pot let chem| 
go’ God had promised. to bring the house of 
lsrae! up out of the land of Egypt, at his own 
appointed time; and with a mighty hand and 
an outstretched arm, and great terribleness, 
Deut. xxvi: 8, he chose to do this thing, that 
his power might be known and his name de- 
clarec throughout ali tho earth, so that all na- 
tions might have the God of heaven in remem- 
brance, and reverence his holy name; and to 
accomplish this it was needful that he ehould 
meet with oppoeition to give him an opportuni- 
ty to manifest hie powor; therefore he raised up 
aman, even Pharaoh, who, he foreknew would 
harden hie heart against God, of his own free- 
will and choice, and would withstand the Al- 
mighty in his attempt to deliver his chosen peo- 
ple, and that. to the utmost of his ability; and 
he proved himself worthy of the choice, for he 
left no means unimproved, which hie wicked 
heart could devise to vex the sons of Abraham, 
and defeatthe purposes of the Most High, 
which gave the God of Abraham an opportuni- 
ty to magnify his name in tle ears of the na- 
tions, and in eight of this wicked king, by ma- 
ny mighty signs and wonders, sometimes even 
to the convincing the wicked king of h‘s wick- 
edness, and of the power of God, Ex. viii, 28, 
&c.and yet he would continue to rebel, and 
hold the Israelites in bondage; and this is what 
is meant by God’s hardening Pharaoh’s heart; 
he manifested himself inso many glorious 
and mighty ways, that Pharaoh could not re- 
sist the truth without becoming harder, so that 
at the last, in his madness to stay the people of 
God, be rnshed into the Red Sea, with all his 
host, and was covered with the floods. 

Had not the power of God been exerted in a 
remarkable manner, it would seem as though 
the house of Israel must have become extinct, 
for Pharaoh commanded the midwives to de- 
stroy the sons of the Israelitish women as soon 
as they were born, Ex.i: 15, 16, and called 
them to account for saving the men children 
alive, (verse 18) and charged all his people say- 
Ing every son that is born ye shall cast into the 
river, | verse 22] and yet God would have mer- 
¢y on whom he would have mercy, Rom. ix: 


18, for he would have mefcy on the goodly child 
Moses, when he was hid and laid in the figs, 


Ex. ii: 3, by hie mother, to save him from Phe 
raoh’s cruel erder, and caused that he should 
be preserved as a prophet and deliverer to lead 
his people up to their own country; and*whem 
he would be hardened, for he hardened Phare- 
oh by passing before him in mighty power, and 
withdrawing his spirit and leaving him to his 
own wicked inclination, for he had set task- 
masters over the Israelites, to afflict them with 
their burdens; and caused them to build trea» 
ure cities.for Pharaoh, and made them to serve 
with rigor; and made their lives bitter with 
batd bondage, in mortar and brick and ail man- 
ner of service in the field, Ex. Ist ch.; beside 
destroying the men children: thus proving te 
the God of heaven and al] men that he had har- 
dened his own hard heart, until he becomea 
vessel of wrath fitted for destruction, Rom. ix: 
22, all this, long befere (iod said unto Moses, 
I wi'l harden his [Pharaoh’s} heart, Ex. iv: 21. 
Are men then to be saved by works? Nay, 
verily, by grace are ye saved through faith, and 
that not of yourselves, it isthe gift of God, Eph. 
ii: 8. Not of works, lestany man should boast, 
verse 9. Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he 
saved us, Titus iii: 5,and yet faith witheut 
works is dead being alone, James, ii: 17. Was 
not Abraham our father justified by works?— 
v.2l. Shall we then be saved by faith? Nay, 
neither by taith ner works; but by works is 
faith made perfect, v. 22, but by grace are ye 
saved, Eph. ii: 8, and if by grace, then it is no 
more of works, otherwise grace is no grace; 
and if it be of works then it is no more grace; 
otherwise work js no more work. Rom. xi: 6. 
Ye see then how thata manis justified by 
works, and not by faith only, James ii: 24. 
Rom. x: 3,4. For they, (Israel) being ig- 
norant of Gou’s righteousness, and going about 
to establish their own righteousness, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of 
God; for Christ is the end of the law for right- 
eousness to every one that believeth. Thus the 
righteousness of God is made manifest in the 
plan of salvation by his crucified son; for there 
is none other name under heaven, given among 
men whereby we must be saved, but the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, Acts iv: 10, 12.— 
But of this the Jews were ignorant, although 
they themselves crucified him; ond they have 
been going about, wandering among all the n> 
tions of the earth ever since, forthe space of 
eighteen hundred years, trying to establieh their 
own righteousness, which is of the law of Mo- 
ses; which law, can never make the comers 
thereunto perfect, Heb.x: 1; yet notwithstan- 
ding their darkness and long dispersion, these 
is a remnant according to the election of grace, 


| 
4 
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Kom. xi: 5, whom Gud will gather frem among 
all people whither they are scattered, and will 
be sanctified in them in the sight of the hea~ 
then; then shall they dwell in their land which 
Ged.gave to his servant Jacob, and they shal! 
dwell safely therein, and shall build houses, 
and plant vineyards, yea they shall dwell with 
confidence, when I have executed judgments 
upon all those that despise them round about; 
and they shall know thatl am the Lord their 
God; Eze. xxviii: 25, 26. Isa. xi: 11, to 16, and 
when this gathering shall be completed, it shall 
no more be said the Lord livoth that brought up 
the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; 
but the Lord liveth that brought up the chil- 
dren of Israel from the land of the north, and 
from al the lands whither he had driven them; 
and Iwill bring them again unto this land 
which I gave unto their fathers, Jer. xvi: 14, 
15, &c. to the end. 


Rom. xi: 7. What then? Israel hath not 
ubtained that which he seeketh for, but the 
election hath obtained it. And why have they 
not obtained it? Because they sought it not by 
faith, but as it were by the works of the law, for 
they stumbled at that stumbling-stone; as it is 
written, behold I lay in Zion & stumbling stone 
and rock of offence, Rom.ix: 32, 33, to both the 
houses cf Israel; and fora gin and for a snare 
to the inhabitants of Jeruealem; and many of 
them shall stumble, Isa. viii: 14, 15, but have 
they stumbled that they should fa!l? God for- 
bid; but rather through their fall salvation is 
eome unto the Gentiles, Rom. xi: 11, und Je- 
rusalem shall be trodden down by the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled, 
Luke xxi: 24, and when the house of Israel! 
shall be restored to their possession in Canaan, 
it may truly be said the election hath obtained 
-it; for the fulfilment of Ged’s oath of election 
to Abraham, ns the father of the faithful, and 
the promises to his children, will obtain that 
for Israel, which he has sought for in vain by 
the law of Moses. 


This is the election that we believe in, viz: 
such as we find in prophets and apostles, and 
the word of the Lord himself, and as we have 
not room to gire all the quotations in full, re:a- | 
ting to election, in this epistle, we would in- 
vite the Saints to examine the ecriptures in con- 
nection with these quoted; and whenever they 
find election or any other principle or blessing 
given or applied to the house of Israel, let those 
principles continue with the house of Israel; 
and not apply thatto Esau which belongs to 
Jaceb; or tothe churches of modern times, 
‘which belong to the ancient covenans people; 


aad always ascertain how the Lord, the apos- 


ties, and prophets, have applied ther words, 
and'ever continue the same application, and 
wisdom and knowledge will be added unto 
you: and in the words of the beloved Peter and 
Paul, we would exhort you to work out your 
own salvation with fear and %rembling: for itis 
God which worketh in you, both to will and to 
do, of his goed pleasure; Phil. ii: 12, 13, giv- 
ing all diligence to make your calling and elec 
tion sure, 2 Peier i: 10, for this is that sealing 
power epoken of in Eph. i: 13,14. In whom 
ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth; the gospel of your salvation, in whom 
also, after that ye believed ye were sealed with 
that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the ear- 
nest of our inheritance, until the redemption of 
the purchased possession, unto the praige of his 
glory, 2 Peter, i: 11, for so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly into the ever. 
lasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
BRIGHAM YOUNG, 
WILLARD RICHARDS. 
THE JEWS. 
Continued. 

We suffered a good deal from heat, the ther 
mometer sometimes 95 degrees, in our tent. . . 
No object attracts your eye, there is only one 
wide ocean of sand round and round. No sound 
breaks on the ear but the plaintive song of the 
Bedouin cheering on his slow paced camel; we 
entered the lond of the Philistines on the first 
of June; it may be described in one word asan 
open pasture ere composed of vast undv- 
lating plains, or morg graphically in the words 
of Zephaniah, “dwellings amd cottages tor ahep- 
herds and folds for flocks.” I have counted 10 
flocks of an enormous size from a single emi- 
nence. We did not enter Gaza, as the plague 
was raging there; but as we stood on Sampson's 
mount, and looked down upon the town, encit- 
cled with gardens of figs and olives, we could 
trace the fulfilment of every word that God hed 
spoken against it. The old city of Gaza seems 
to be buried beneath smooth round hills of sunid; 
‘baldness is come upon Gaza.” The next day 
we found the reapers busy in the valley of Ee 
chol, and met many a camel carrying to the 
threshing floor tho ripo barley, its vines and 
pomegranutes are goné; some fine epreading 
fig trees remain. 


Our first view of the hill country of Judes 
was truly heart stirring. Emerging froms 
mountain pass, the immense plain of Jeptha lay 
stretched like a map before us; the rays of the 
morsing sun glanced on the brown walls of the 
many towns that lay beneath us; the hills of 
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. tapers, and watched over by poor ignorant 


_ Jesus did on the night he was betrayed. The 
_ path before you leads directly up the steep of 
Mount O'ivo1; the path to the nght gently ae- 
fending, you round the hill to Bethany. 
Between th» two paths, eaglosed by walla of 
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Judah rose in the back ground, tier above tier. 
We thought of the ark of God carried back b) 
the oxen, (milch cows)—of Asa’s battie with 
the Ethiepians—of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth. 
That night we pitched our tent among the hille 
of Judau; the next morning we entered a moun- 
dain defile of the wildest description. I have 
geen many mountain passes, but ocver one of 
such romantic beauty. 

The flowers that appeaten on the earth, the 
fig tree putting forth ite greem figs, and the 
voice of tie turtle heard in the land, gave it a 
holy loveliness. The thought that eurely Solo- 
mon had often wandered here; and Isaiah too; 
for here was,**in the wilderness the shittah 
tree, the myrile and the oil tree;—the fir-tree 
end the pine, and the box together.” The ter- 
raced hills above all excited our admiration.— 
You have no ideaio what an exteat that won-| 
derful method of cultivation must have been 
carried on by the Jews; ner of the perfect cun- 
dition in which the remains are to this day.— 

We have scarcely seen a hillin the whole 
land however rocky, or burren, that does not 
dear the traces, more or less perfect, of having 
been terraced lite:ally from the bottom. We: 
often counted fifty, sixty and seventy terraces 
on one rocky hill. Ne spot was left uncultiva- 
ted, so that wben the vines were planted and 
trained, the words of the eighteenth Psalm were 
literally true. *-The hille were covered with 
the shadow of it.” The question wae centin- 
aally rising on our lips, where are al! the vines 
that covered those hills with their fragrant clus- 
ters? We find the answer in Hos i: 12. Joe! 
i: 11,12. Isa. xxxv:7. The mountain shall 
yet drop sweet wine. Amos ix: i4. | 

But I must hasten to Jerusalem. The first 
sight of the city of the great King is truly a 
meving one. The question in Sam. i: 15 was 
felt by each of us. Is this the city that men 
eall the perfection of beauty, the joy of the 
whole earth? And the word of the Savior we 
saw wus trucindeed; **Your howee is left unto 
you desolate.” . . « 

‘ Calvary ie the only place about Jerusalem 
that yields nothing but disappointment. Buried 
under marble pavements, lighted up by lamps of 


Monks! .... Discending the steep bank of 
Moriah, you cioss the Kedron now quite dry, 
as David did when he fled from Absalom; as 


very old olive trees mark the spoi, each of them 
supposed to have lived a thousend years ... . 
About twomiles from Jerusalem, descending 
|the rugged pathway, you come unexpectedly 
upon a village mostly concealed by rocks, and 
figs, and pomegranates—this is Bethany! ‘the 
house of figs.——the village of Martha, and her 
sister Mary. Several houses are inhabited by | 
Arab fellah’s; built of good stone and flat roof 
ed. Many arein ruins,and there are sepul- 
chres hewn in the rock—one of which was 
doubtless that of Lazarus. Mr. Bonar and I 
twice visited Bethany and reac John xi, there 
with peculiar interest. Of all pleces in this land 
itis mearest the condition in which Jesus left it; 
the curse seems to have fallen more lightly on 
this spot which Jesus loved, amd where so oftea 
he laid hie head. 

The loveliest picture of Jerusalem that can 
be drawn is to be found in Micah iii: 12, Zion 
is indeed plowed like a field. I pulled some 
ripe barley from a field on the very top, near 
David’s sepulchie. Jerusalem has become 
heaps; nearly one half the city appeare to be 
heaps of ruins; in one place the rubbish is ae 
tually higher than the city wall. The moun 
tain of the house, [ Moriah] is like the high ple-, 
ces of the forest, it bears two lofty Temples of 
faise worship—the Moeque of Omar and the 
Mosque El-Uksar. These are surrounded by 
trees, under whose shade the Moslem ladies 
walk on their solemn days. God has fulfilled 
his word to the very letter. 

I should have mentioned that the plague wa* 
carrying on its awful work in Jerusalem during 
our stay—indeed it has been little out bf it for 
two years past. 

The accounts we received at home as to the 
state of the Jewsin this land is far from being 
accurate, The largest estimate reckons them 
to be about fifteen theusand; some reckon them 
as low as ten thousand. In the towns along 
the coast there may be in Jaffe, 60—Keiffa, 150 
vr 200—Acre, 200—Tyre, 180—Sidon, 300— 
Nablou in Sychar, 200—Samarian, 150—ville 
ges of Gallilee, 500—toral, 1660. 


The increase in the number of the Jews hae 
been very decided since 1832, when the Pasha 
of Egypt took possession of Syria. For two 
yeats past the increase has not been so greay 
owing to the revages of the plague,the increased 
price of provisione—the embarrassed finances 
of the Jewish community—and the oppression 
of their Rabbies. In my last I mentioned that 
collections were made at the door of each syna. 


gogue in Europe, for the support of the Jewsia 
the Holy Land—these collections amount em 


rough sys, geo Getheemane, Living 


nually to 2800 pounds, on am average. Every 
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Jew in the land, rich or poor, after he has been 


a yeerin the country has.a share appointed to}; 


him if he chooses to take it. The chief cause 
of their returning to this land seems certainly 
to be an attachment to the inheritanee of their 
fathers. They also believe that their Rabbies 
here are actually inspired—that to die in this 
land is to aJew certain salvation; and that if 
they die out of it they must make their way 
under ground, to rise in the valley of Jehosa- 
phat. They are very diflerent from the Jews we 


- have seenin France and Italy, they are far from 


being Infidels; on the contrary they are super 
stitious Jews. They havea real expectation of 
the Messiah’s coming, and this feeling is wax- 
ing stronger and stronger. . . . They 
ase counted as dogs by the Moslems. They 
maaintain the beautiful dress of their fathers aud 
are a noble looking race when comparod with 
the wretched Arabs who are scattered over the 
land. Almost all the male Jews here spend 
their time in reading. There are six synagogues 
in Jerusalem, and thirty six reading places.— 
These latter are established by individuals tha: 
they may attain some merit to their souls! five 
or six readers are appointed to each, having a 
email salary—one or two of whom are expected 
to be always there reading the Talmud. 

At Sychar we visited both their synagogues, 
saw the Samaritan MSS. said to be three thou- 
sand six hundred years old. The mest of the 
Jews in this ceuntry speak Hebrew—read and 
spoken in tie Spanish way. Arabic is next 


- in importance the language of the country— 


Chaldea and Syriac are useful. 


[ Jewish Intelligencer. | 
Mr. Bonar, of the Scotch Deputation, con-. 


_firms Mr, Cheyne’s account as to the number. 


To JenvsaLem.—It is said that several 
thousands of Polish and Russian Jews, at Berlin 
and elsewhere, have entered into an engage 
ment to proceed on the first favorable opportu. 


* nity to Jerusalem, to await in prayer and fasting 


the coming of the Messiah. 


Westrry Inpians.—The St. Louis Republi- 
ean announces that a treaty has been concluded 
between Gov. Chambers and the Sass and Fox 
The Indiang are to remain in posses 
ion of the western portion of the teritory for 
three years. and are then to move to the west 
ef the Missouri. They are to receive $1,000 


In old times, when a man went to inquire 
of God, he said, come let us go to the Seer.— 
See | Bamuel, ix: 9. 


TIMES AND SEASONS, 


CITY OF NAUVOO, 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 1841. 


VA ALEDICTORY. 


I beg leave to inform the subscribers of the 
Times and Seasons that it is impossible for me 
to fulfil the arduous duties of tne editorial de- 
partment any longer. The multiplicity of oth- 
er businees that daily devolves upon me, rep- 
ders it in possible for me to do justice toa paper 
so widely circulated as the Times and Seasons, 
I have appointed Elder John Taylor, who is less 
encumbered end fully competent to assume the 
responsibilities of that office, and I doubt not 
but that he will give satisfaction to the patrons 
of the paper. Asthis number commencesa 
new volume, it also commences his editorial 


career. JOSEPH SMITH. 


The patrons of the Times and Seasons 
will unquestionably be painfully disappointed 
on reading the above announcemeat. We 
know of no one so competent as President Jo- 
seph Smith to fill the editorial chair, of which 
the papers that have been issued since he has 
been editor are sufficient evidence. 


We do not profess to be able to tread in the 
steps, nor to meet the expectation of the sub- 
scribers of this paper so fully as our able, learn- 
ed and talented prophet, who ie now retiring 
fiom the field; but as he has promiaed to us the 
priviledge of referiing to his writings, books, 
&c., together with his valuable counsel, when 
uceded, and also to contribute to ite columns 
with his pen when at leisure, we are in hopes 
that with his aesistence, and other resources 
that we have at our command, that the Times 
and Seasons will continue to be a valuable 
periodical, and interesting to ite numerous ree- 
ders. JOHN TAYLOR. 

THE FOURTH VOLUME. 


We present the present volume of the T7inies 
and Seasons, in a brevier dress. This improve 
ment enables use to give more matter, thereby 
keeping up with the growth of the churckh— 


.|| The elders now in the vineyard, will render us @ 


signal favor, by obtaining subscriptions and for 
warding the money to us—as econ as circem- 
stances will admit; for, according to the turn ef 


the times, cash, and not credit, is the only Be 
cium for publishers and people. 
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prestly line,—their situation is if possible more 
deplorable tham that of the Church of Reme.— 
They claim a priesthood, but trace it through 
the Romish church—yet they tell us that the 
Church of Rome is fallen and corrupt, and wes 
so at the time that they dissented from them; if 
sohow could they impart a pure, healthy, aad 
legal priesthood? ‘a corrupt fountain cangot 
send forth pure streams,” so out of theirown 
mouths we must necessarily condemn them; 
therefore, so far as their pretensions to priest-— 
hood go, they are imbecile and foolish, aad* 
their holy orders a-mere figment; and without 
a priesthood there can be no pure church, a3 
there is no one legally ordained of God to ad- 
minister in ordinances, or to preserve pure and 
unadulterated the principles of truth. 


MELCHISEDEC PRIESTUOOD. 


The subject of the priesthood is one that 
sooms to be forgotten, looked uver, or passed by 
by most of this generation; and indeed has been 
by many generations past with very few excep-| 
tions. The Rowman church, it is true, have; 
made seme pretensions to a priesthood, as also: 
the ohurch of England; both of which prefess; 
te trace it by lineal descent through the papal, 
soccession, or a continued unbroken chain of 
bishops from the apostolic days dewn to the 
present time; there is a kind of mongrel priest- 
heod professed to be adhered to by the Episco- 
pal Methodists, but itis more formal than oth- 
erwise, as neither the preachers nor people ad- 
here to it with very groat tenacity. 

The many contentions that there has beea| 


smong the claimants of the papal chair, the; But in regard to the professions of Protestant- 
frequent and glaring abuses that have been} ism in general; from whence did it come? from 
practised and permitted by pupal authority | the Church of Rome; did God ever authorize the 
have mot passed unobserved by a discerning and. scism? or did the Church of Rome ever sanc- 
scrutinizing public; these together with the) tion their separation? verily no! if not, how did 
unfounded and illegitimate pretensions of the: they become a church? as these are the only 
church of England and other dissenters, whe} authorities that could impart the priesthood, or 
lay claim to the priesthood have had a tenden-| make them 8 church,-even if the Church of 
ey to bring the very name of a priest into disro- Rome had continued pure. But although the 
pute. | Church of Rome might have bad authority to 
We have not time to enter into the various. impart priesthood, it never could bave had au- 
ubuses of the Church of Rome, but will merely | thority to sanction another church separate 
mate that if they had continued pure, theit | from, and in contradistinction to itself; an@ Ged 
priesthood would also have been pure; and | never would sanction such proceeding; he 
their authority to administer in the ordinances! might have cut off the Church of Rome, aad 
of the church would have been legal; not be- | given them the priesthood, and authority, but 
eause they had a succession of popes, but in| he never would acknowledge both at once to 
consequence of their adherence to the pure | be his churches, while they themselves were 
principles of the gospel, for the priesthood can | at variance; and if he had reinstated them in 
not continue when the gospel is perverted; | the place of the Church of Rome it must have 
hence John was commanded to write to the an- | been by revelation, ;and this principle they de- 
gels of the churehes of Asia, and to tell several | ny—but if it should be here said that these dis- 
ofthem that ifthey did not repent, their can-'| senters had the priesthood when they left the 
Gesticks would be removed out of their place. [| Roman church,—we would remark that they 


- When our Bavior said to bis disciples—*Lo Il obtained it from a corrupt church, according to 
am with you always even unto the ead of the | their own acknowledgment and testimony; and 


world;” he just before said unto them in the 
same connexion :—**Go ye therefore and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the. 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; 


Weaching them to observe all things whatsoever, 


have commanded you.”” But as they have de- 


parted from his gospel, introduced the ordinan- ' 
tes of men and neglected to teach the things. 
that God commanded them, they have lost the 


guthority, blessings and power of the priest- 


hood, their candlestick is removed out of its 


place, and Christ has ceased to be with them. 
In vegardto the Charch of England and other 
dissenters, who profess to obtain a priesthood 
through the professed unbreken chain of their 


consequently it could be of no use to them; if 
it should further be stated that although corrupt 
they had power to impart priesthood; we would 
'| further add, if they had power to impart priest- 
hood they had power to take it away; if they 
had power to bind on earth, and in heaven; 
they had power to loose on earth and in hea- 
ven; consequently whichever way you Jook at 
it, all claims to a church and priesthood since 
the apostacy of the Church of Rome are futile 
and without foundation. 


There have been many good men since then, 
both in the Church of Rome, among the dis- 
senters, and also among theae who belong te 
no society, who have strove te benefit the world 
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and ameliorate the condition of men; but then 
‘there is a very material difference between 
such characters and those who have the priest- 
hood, and are ordained of God to fulfil his work : 
Cernelius was a good man—he feared God 
with al! his house—he fasted, and prayed, and 
gave alms; and that not fora pretence, or hy- 
pocritically, but seriously and sincerely, so 
much so that his prayers and his alms were 
had in remembrance before God and an an- 
gel administered unto him. But notwith- 
standing his virtue, his zeal, his prayers, 
and his almegiving, he had to send for Peter 
to tell him *‘words whereby he and his house 
could be saved,” his prayers, his benevolenco, his 
philanthrophy could not save him; it was ne- 
cessary that a man having the priesthood should 
be sent for, and that HE should introduce him 
to the blessings of the gospel, administer unto 
him the ordinance of baptism, and introduce 
him by legal authority into the kingdom of 
God. Hence it was that the apcstie said, **to 
as many as believed to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to as many as be- 
lieved on his name.” Previous to the intro- 
duction of the gospel and Melchisedec priest- 
hood, it was impossible for a person to become 
a son of God, (they might bea servant but not 
@ son,) but when life and immortality were 
brought to light by the gospe!, and that gospel 
sent to all nations, by men chosen and called of 
God, it became the privilege of men to become 
the sons of God, “the kingdom of God was 
preached, and all men rushed into it.” 


In every age of the world where God has had 
a gospel church, there has always been con- 
nected with that gospel a priesthood, whose du- 
ties and privilege it was to hold intercourse 
with heaven, receive instructions from the Lord 
administer in the ordinances of the gospel, and 
govern the kingdom of God, or clrurch of Jesus 
Christ. 

(To be continued .) 


THE TEMPLE OF GOD IN NAUVOO. 


Mo doubt the brethren abroad often wonder, 
end would be giad to be informed from time to 
time of the progress of the Temple of the Most 
High in this place; inasmuch as all who fear 
God and his name, and arsay to keep his com- 
mandments are interested in thie great and glo- 
rious underteking, and, whilst gazing on what 
is now passing during the present week we fee! 
constrained to notice a few things forthe com- 
fort of those Saints who cannot be present to 
witness for themselves. 


Last Sabbath the committee fer the building 
of the Temple, stated before the congregaties 
that a large raft of pine lumber had Iately ap 
rived and was now laying in the river at this 
place. They requested all the brethren whe 
had teams to turn out and with their teams, a» 
sistin hauling the lumber to the Temple. The 
first, second, third, fourth and fifth wards of 
the city were requested to be on the ground op 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday; and the 
sixth, seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth op 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. They ale 
s:ated that they requested all the carpenters te 
come tozetheron the Thursday to prepare the 
timbers for the first floor of the Temple, and all 
the brethren who could, to assemble on Friday 
and Saturday and lay a temporary floor and 
prepare seats inside the walls of the Temple 
that the church might henceforward meet io 
the Templo to worship, instead of meeting ia 
the grove. Accordingly, when Monday cam 
we had a cheering assemblage of waggons, hen 
ses, oxen and men who began with zeal and 
gladness to pull the raft to pieces and haul is 

up to the Temple. This scenery has continued 
to the present date and the expectations of the 
committee more than realized. 

On Thursday we had a large assemblage of 
curpenters, joiners &c. who succeeded in pre 
paring the lumber and laying the jeiats prepa» 
atory to laying the temporary floor and fixing 
seats &c, 

This day a large number of brethren were on 
the ground and commenced their operations 
ond whilst we are writing they are busy at work 
and will soon have all things prepared for the 
comfort and convenience of the Sainte (whieh 
the nature of the case will edmit of) that they 


»||may have the gratification of meeting within 


the walls of that building which is being built 
according to the revelation and commandmento! 
the Most High; a gratification which can only be 
efjoyed by those who have a know-edge of the 
work of God in these last days and whose de 
sire it is to live by every word thet proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God. mens 


Whilst’watching for a few moments the zeal 
and cheerful labors of the brethren to accom 
plish this thing we ceuld got avoid feeling 
grateful to the great Jehovah, and to the breth- 
ren engaged in this noble cause. We are 
strained to feel thankful to the Almighty 
the many blessings we receive. at his bande 
for the prosperity of the place—for the barmony 
and good feeling prevailing in our midst—ané 
for the great and glorious privileges granted ur 
tousas apeople. He has commanded us 


“build a house unto his name for the Mos 
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found on the earth; that he may come and re- 
store again that which was lost unto you, or 
whieh he hath taken away even the fullness of 
the priesthood.” And brethren, great and glo- 
rious will be the biessings realized by us asa 
people if we build this house in the appointed 
time. Even now when the building is not half 
completed behol! the great privileges realized 
ttereby, A Baptismal Fort has been built in 
the lower apartment, where we have the privi- 
lege of being baptized for our dead and redeem- 
ing them, that they may come forth in the firs; 
resurrection ; the full interest of which was pub- 
lished in a letter from President Joseph Smith 
in the 23d number of this paper, agd we shal! 
now have the privilege as before stated of meet- 
ing within the walls of the Temple where the 
Almighty has promised to meet with us. 


Now brethren, if so great and glorious hav: 

been the blessings realized in so early a stog: 
of the work what may we expect when tl: 
building is completed, and a house prepare, 
where the Most High can come and restore that 
which has been taken away in consequence of 
transgression; even the FuLNess of the priest- 
hood. 
Truly, no exertion on our part ought to be 
lacking but to double our diligence because 
great, yea very great are the consequences 
pending. 

As we have already said, we feel thankful to 
the brethren for the interest they have taken. 
not only on the present, but on al! former occa- 
sions. They have come forth like Saints of 
God and great wiil be their reward. Not long 
since they were naked, destitute, afflicted, and 
mitten having been twice plucked up by the 
roots; but again they lift their heads with glad- 
ness and manifest a determination to fulfil the 
revelations and commindments of the Most 
High if it be at the expense of all their property 
and even their Jivos. W.il not God reward 
them? Yea, verily! 

In the midst of our reveries, we found but one 
titcumstance,.to break in upoa the happy 
scenery before us, and that wa’, the absence of 
oar prophet. The silent whisp>r to us was, oh, 
that we could see the iron hind of oppression 
temoved from off the man whom the great God 
has appointed to be our leader. and he permit. 
ted to bein our midst, free, and untramelled by 
the power and malice of an ungodl st of per- 
secutots ;—that we could have the privilege of 
heating his voice within these wails: v rv Sab 
bath, and learning trom his li ps the things 
of the kingdom of God, and that we conld re- 


High to dwell therein for there is not place 


po'tant subjects. Surely the oppreesor’s power 
will soon be brought to an end, and liberty, that 
sacred ocean in which every philanthropie 
soul loves to swim, and which was so dearly 
bought by our forefathers, shall be enjoyed bY 
every citizen of these United States. But cease 
my soul to ponder upon there gloomy subjects; 
and thou man of God take courage and rejoice; 
the God that delivered Daniel out of the lion’s 
den is yet able. and will deliver his anointed 
one, out of the grasp of all wicked men; w® . 
shall again see good days, for Zion shall bloe 
som asthe rose and flourish rs the green bay 
tree; and if we have to endure the abuse and 
ineults of an ungodly generation even a genera~ 
tion of vipers, the great God is in our midst 
and when their wrath waxes hot egainst the 
Saints, the still small voice whispers in the ears 
of the faithful, peace, be still. 


Brethren, let us be faithful and fulfil the com- 
mandment given tous. Let us hasten and build 
this house for the Lord. Let our exertions net 
relax, neither our love wax cold, but double our 
diligence and one and all lay to with all our 
mights, and we shall soon have the happiness 
of realizing greater blessings than has yet enter- 
ed into our hearts to conceive. 


Let us not forget that we have another house 
also, to build in this place, even the Navvoo 
Hovss; and, which is as important to us as th® 
Temple; inasmuch as great things are depend- 
ing upon that house, and it is commanded us o¢ 
God. Let usall remember the Nauvoe House 
as wellas the Temp'e for we (i. e. the chureh) 
are abundantly able to build them both in due 
season, let us therefore go forward boldly in the 
accomplishment of those things which God bas 
required at our hands and it will bo well with 
us, notwithstanding the malice of our enemies. 


May the great God fill the hearts of his Saints 
with joy and peace; their understanding with 
knowledge and inspire them with his spirit to 
do his will; and may the richest, the greatest 
and choicest of heaven’s blessiags be poured on 
the head of the man, who is hated of the un- 
godly, but who is anointed of the Most High 
and the honored instrament in his hand to 
bring tw pass the establishment ef the kingdom 
of God on the earth in these last days, even ae 
Amen. Ww. Cc. 


Nauvoo, Oct. 28th 1842. 


Friday evening 5 o’clock—Elder Cahoom 
one of the Committe just informs me that th® 
work is comp'eted and the seats &c formed 
ready for meeting next Sabbath, Tru!y the ex. 
ertions of the brethren have been noble on this 
w. 


“Give his counsels from day to day vp n1!! in- 
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH. 
Continued. 

We now proceeded to call out and ordain 
some others of the brethren to different offices 
of the Priesthood, according as the Spirit man- 
ifested unto us; and after a happy time spent 
in witnessing and feeling for ourselves the 
powers and the blessings of the Holy Ghost, 
through the grace of God bestowed upon us, we 
dismissed with the pleasing knowledge that we 
were now individually members of, and ac- 
knowledged of God, **The Church of Jesus 
Christ,” organized -in accordance with com- 
mandments and revelations given by him to 
ourselves in the last days, as wellas accor- 
diag to the order of the Church as recorded in 
the New Testament. 

Several persons who had attended the above 
mecting and got convinced of the truth, came 
forward shortly after, and were received into 
the church, among the rest, my own father and 
mother were baptized to my great joy and con- 
solation, and about the same time Martin Har- 
risand A. Rockwell. 
Revelation to the Church of Christ which was es- 

* tablished in these last days, in the year of our 

Lord one thonsand exght hundred and thirty: 

Given at Manchester New York, April 1830, 

in consequence of some desiring to unile with 

tie Church without rebaptism, who had preri- 
ously been baptized. | 

Behold I say unto you, that all old covenants 
have I eaused to be done away in this thing, 
and this is a new and an everlasting covenant; 
even that which was from the beginning.— 
Wherefore, although a man should be baptized 
an hundred times, it availeth him nothing; for 
you cannot enter in at the strait gate by the law 
of Moees, neither by your dead works; for it is 
because of your dead works, that I have caused 
this last covenant, and this church to be built 
up unto me, even asin daysof old. Wherefore 
enter ye in at the gate, as I have commanded, 
and seek not to counsel yourGod. Amen. 


The following persons being anxious to know 
-of the Lord what might be their respective du- 
ties, in relation to this work, I enquired of the 
Lord and received for them the following. 
Revelation to Oliver Cowdery, Hyrum Smith, 

Samuel H. Smith, Joseph Smith sen., and Jo- 

seph Knight sen. Given at Manchester New 

York, April 1830, 

Behold I speak unto you Oliver a few words. 
Behold thou art blessed and art under no con- 
demnation. But beware of pride lest thou 
shouldst enter into temptation, make known 
thy calling unto the church, and also before 
the world; and thy heart shall be opened to 


preach the truth from henceforth and forever 
Amen. 

Behold I speak unto you Hyrum a few words. 
for thou also art under no condemnation, and 
thy heart is opened and thy tongue loosed, and 
thy culling is to exhortation, and to strengthen 
the church continually. Wherefore thy duty 
is unto the church forever; and this becauge of 
thy family. Amen. 

Behold I speak a few words unto you Samv- 
el, for thou also art under no condemnation, 
und thy calling is to exhortation, and to 
strengthen the church. And thou ert not as 
yet called to preach before the world. Amen, 

Behold I speak a few words unto you Joseph, 
for thou also art under no condempation, and 
thy calling also is to exhortation, and to 
strengthen the church. And this is thy duty 
from henceforth and forever. Amen. 

Behold I manifest unto you Joseph Knight by 
these words, that yon must take up your cross, 
in the which you must pray vocally before the 
world as well asin secret, and in your family, 
and among your friends, and in all places— 
And behold it is your duty to unite with the 
true church, and give your language to exhor- 
tation continually, that you may receive there 
ward of the laborer. Amen. 


On Sunday April Itth 1830 Oliver Cowdery 
preached the first public discourse, that was de- 
livered by any of our number, our meeting was 
held by previous appointment at the house of 
Mr. Whitmer, Fayette, large numbers of people 
attended, and the same day the following weie 
baptized; viz: Hyrum. Page, Katharine Page, 
Christian Whitmer, Anne Whitmer, | Jacob 
Whitmer, Elizabeth Whitmer, and on the 18th 
day Peter Whitmer’ sen., Mary Whitmer, Wil- 
liam Jolly, Elizabeth Jolly, Vincent Jolly, Ricb- 
ard Z. Peterson, und Elizabeth Anne Whitmer, 
all by Oliver Cowdery in Seneca Lake, 


During this month of April I went ona visit 
to the residence of Mr. Joseph Knight, of Coles 
ville, Broom co. N. Y., with whom and his 
family I had been previously acquainted, and 
of whose name I have above mentioned as hat 
ing been so kind and thoughtful towards m, 
while translating the Book of Mormon, Me 
Knight and his family were Univereelista, bet 
were willing to reason with me upon my Pelig- 
ious views, and were as usual friendly and hor 
pitable. We held several meetings in the neigt- 
borhood, we had many friends, and some en 
mies. Our meetings were well attended, and 
many began to pray fervently to Almighty God, 
that he would give them wisdom to understand 
the truth. Amongst those who attended.ou 
meetings regularly, was Newel Knight son ¥ 
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ver Knight. He and i bad many and seri- 
‘BB wus conversations on the importent subject of 
ds. an’e eternal salvation: we had got inta the 
habit of praying much at onr meetings and 
inj vel had said that ke would try and take up 
and pray vocally during meeting; but 
| again met together he rather excused 
of himself; 1 tried to prevail npon him making 
we of the figure, supposing that he should got 

— Co mudhole would he not try to help him- 
on, out? and that we were willing now to help 
+, gia out of the mudhole, he replied that provided 
gy hed got intoa mudhole through careless- 
es he would rather wait and get out himself, 
eh ban have others to help him, and so he would 
ig gat uatil he should get into the woods by him- 
eel, and there he would pray. Accordingly 
uy be deferred praying until next morning, when 
be retired into the woods; where (according to 

by AS OW account afterwards) he made several 
to pray but could scarcely do so, feel. 
the Maga that he had not done his duty, but that he 
ly hould have prayed in the presence of others- 
__” Fiji began to feel uneasy, and continued to fee! 
mm i both ia mind and body, until upon rea. 
or- DS his own house, his appearance was suc!) 
ro alarin his wife very much. Ile requested 
ber to go and bring me to him. I went and 

' found him suffering very much in his mind, and 
body acted upon in a very strange manner. 
ad lis visage amd limbs distorted and twisted in 
ee ecry shape and appearance possible to iimag- 
Oe ine; and finally he was caught up off the floor 
ple ofthe apartment and tossed about most fearfully. 
“¢ iis situation was soon made known to hig 
&, nighbors and relatives, and in a short time as 
» wany as eight or nine grown persons had got 


ogether to witness the scene. After he had 
dussuffered fora time, I succeeded in getting 
boldof him by the haad, when almost immedi- 
aly he spoke ‘to me, and with great carnest- 
aw requested of me, that I should cast the de- 


isit Hy out of him, saying that he kuew he was in 
him, and that he also knew thatI could cast 
his out, replied **if you know that I can it 
ind be done,” and then.almost unconscieusiy 


itebuked the devil; and commanded him in 
me name of Jesus Christ to depart from him: 
ben ummediately Newel spoke out and said 
bat he. saw the devil leave him and vazish 
his sight. 

This’ was the first miracle which was done in 
his church or by any we of it, and it was 
one DOt by man nor mtg wor ‘of man, but 
& was done by God, and byt A eg of godli- 
: therefore let the honor and the praise, the 
minion and the glory be ascribed to the Fa- 
her, Son, and Holy rit for ever and ever 


BSE TRS 


CUNPFERENUG MINUTES. 
Minutes of a conference held at Mead’s Basin, 
Passaic co., N. J., Sept. 4, 1842. ; 
Pursuant to previous appointment, a confer- 
ence met as above, to organize a branch of the 
“Church ef Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints” 
for Little Falls and Mead’s Basin. 
Present—one high priest, two elders, one 
teacher and one deacon. 
Atl o’clock P. hi. the meeting wes called 
to order by Elder John Leach, (who has been 
instrumental in building up this branch,) 
whereupon Elder A. Everett was uranimously 
chosen president and Br. A. EB. Wri-ht, clerk. 
Elder A. Everett made some remarks or the 
order of the Church of Christ; ite officers, aad 
their duties. 
After which the follewing officers were pre- 
posed and unenimously chosen. 
Br. C. &. Bolton to be ordained older. 
A. E. Wright of Philadelphia branch elder. 
James Wheat pricst. 
Br. Joseph Fairbank teacher, 
Samuel Ely teacher. 
J Brewer jr. deacon. 
. The officers chosen as above were then or- 
dained by the laying on of lands, by Rider A. 
Everett and Elder Jolin Leach. 
After which several members were confirmed 
having been previously baptized. 

The sacrament was then adininistered by El- 
ders Everett and Leach. 
The remainder of the time allotted for the 
occupancy of the room, wastaker rp is the. 
bearing of testimony of the power of the ever- 
lasting gospel. 


Resolved, that the minutes of this conferenee 
be sont, witha request to have them published 
in the Times and Scasons. 

Clesed with prayer by Cider Everett, 


ADDISON EVERETT, Pree’s. 
A. E. Waricat, Clerk.. 


Dayton, Ohia, October 8th 1842. 

A conference was held at the house of Br. 
John Waterman, agreeable to previous appoiat- 
mept, Lider Lyman Wight was called to the 
chair; Elders Joel Judd, and Alexander Bad- 
lam, appointed clerks. Opened by singing;— 
prayer by Elder Joel Judd. Elder Lymaa 
Wight arose and addressed the conicrence on . 
the subjectof calling conferences; he remarked 
that the manner in which we were convened, 
was very unlike that of many at the present 
day;—but ours was to know who in this con 
ference are now willing to engage in putting 
down error, and of preaching the gospel in its - 


wr 


implicity. He observed that it-washigh 
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wh, that, branch as cumsisting of 3 elders, | priest, 2 tee 
we maintain the faith which has been delivered f chers, and 29 members, in good standing, ales 
to the Saints, testifying to the brethren the ful-}j the Sugar Creek branch as consisting of | elder, 
ly of remaining in ignorance, respecting the | | priest, and 9 members, all in good standing, 
important calling of President Joseph Smith ;— || Elder Wight, then read the 20th chapter of Re 
showing the importance of giving more strict |j velations and proceeded to show how extremel 
heed to the things which have been revealed to|| ignorant a man would appear, shonid he attempt 
this generation, instead of harping continually} to explain the writings of those whom God had 
on the things of other ages. jinspired to teach his gospel, witnout being ia 

A complaint was presented against a priest by || possession of as much, at least if not more of 
the name of Israel Johnson, for preaching erro-|| the same spirit of inspiration, that the men of 
neous doctrines, he was rebuked by the confer- 1 God possessed. He also spake of the inconsis 
ence and charged never to preach any thing|itency of atiempting to subvert any system of 
thet he did not know and understand, bat to} trying to overthrow any principle without hay 
ing a knowledge of the way and manner is 
which it had been introduced into the world, of 
| the pewer,by which it exists, and is upheld — 
Elder William L. Hughey, that he should retain} And upon the subject of reformation he declared 
_ bis former standing, seconded by Elder Willard jit impossible to reform an entire perfect system, 

Woodstock; the vote was unanimous on his be-|| which he acknowledged the plan of salvation 
half. Br. Wight then arose to declare the ob-|/to be, and to talk of reforming the religion of 
ject of his mission, it being in accordance with | Jesus Christ, it is all folly, and the most perfect 
the instructions of President Joseph Smith, giv- ||nonsense: hence we were not called to reform 
en to the elders in the City of Nauvoo, that the} any religion but reform ourselves, and embrace 
Bsinis should gather, for thus saith the Lord, |ithe same precepts, that God will or has given te 
end all excuses contrary to the word of God, |i his people in all ages of the world. | 
are in vain. | He taught also concerning the word of wis 

And concerning the rumors which have gone ||dom that it was important, that it should be 
abroad, by cortain corrupt characters, concern- | taught by those only who understand it, can 
ing the character of Br. Joseph Smith and oth- | tioning inexperienced elders against teaching 
ers, they are false. He also instructed the el-jithings which they do not understand, or a 
ders to be extremely careful and preach nothing || tempting to raise the stream above its fountain 
but the first principles of the gospel; and intro-ji head; or the servant to be above his master; or 
duced the subject of the building of the Nauvoo the disciple to be above his Lord; but to lears 
House, stating that the time had now come in jito know that if it had not been for & prophet, om 
which many of the great and notable men of|/dained of God, they would have been weltering 


kingdoms and nations, are not only waiting but|jin sectarian servitude and darkness, togethe! shal] 


would rejoice to see and hear the great things, |i with many interesting truths, which he eustaia- Tr 
that are now coming forth; and, by having a . 


jed from the word of God to the edifying and 
place wherein they might be entertained, they | 


jgreat joy of the whole assembly. _ 
would joyfully flow to the standard of truth. [} After which 12 elders were ordained and 8 
On motion by Elder J. Judd scconded by El-| 


new members were baptized and added,2 from 
der W. L. Hughey. voted to adjourn the con-jja distance, and were confirmed; several email 
ference until to-morrow at 10 o’clock. | 


Oct. 9th. Met putsuant to adjournment, |i tj 


prayer by Elder Lyman Wight. President Joseph Smith: the elders and sel 
Elder Alexander Badlam represented the }ibers above named were nearly all 


Gpriogdale branch, as consisting of 3 elders and || The conference closed with the best of fi id 


12 members, in good standing, the Springfield} unanimously agreed without a dissenting vale 
Branch was represented by Elder Joel Judd, |i to gather to Nauvoo, without any farther ééla 
@usisting of | elder, 2 priests, and 2 members, |i than to settle up their affairs honorably. 

alin good standing. Beaver Creek, Clark co./} ference then adjourned sine die. i: 
elders | priest, and 9 members in godd stand- 
tng, baptized and established by Elder Joel 
Judd. West Milten branch, Miami co., repre 
sented by Elder James Wareliam, | high priest» 
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pking notice of every member in my way as, most perfect state of preservation afe remark 

such aa possible until I arrived at this place; ble for their immense size and peculiarity of 
py journey has been attended with great suc-|| construction. They comprise temples, castles 
ess, having met with nodifficulties on my way ;|| and pyramids, and measure around their sides 


sy wife and the two children have been re-|| from two hundred toa th | 
garkably hearty and well. As to are from ane ‘aad 
ave found none, and as it regards persecution || twenty feet: a succcession of terraces, construe 
[have never seen less; and in regard to Bennett| ted of small pieees of stone imbedded in mor 
\am hardly questioned, and if I mention hig/ tar, held together by & finished wall of large 
ume the people say he is too contemptible tol|hewn stone, symmetrically proportioned and 
noticed; a Methodist preacher by the name} skilfully laid in the same material, which is as 
¢ Waterman, in Dayton, told his congregation} hard and apparently as durable os the stone it 
tat he was personally acquainted with Bennett,|j self. The sides of these walls invariably face 
ud although Joseph Smith might be a bad man, |i the cardinal points, and the principal part is al- 
ot he could say to them it would be an injury] ways to the east. The exterior walls of the: 
» their society to believe any thing that Ben-| buildings are formed of a fine concrete lime. 
wit said; and I can say to you that in travel-|j stone, cut in parallelopipeds of nearly twelve in- 
jing a distanee of five hundred miles I have not } ches in length and about fourinchesin besedths 
ard s single man say but what Joseph Smith || the interstices filled up with the same materials 
ind done himself an honor in purging the} which are found in the terraces. The height 
durch of so filthy « rascal as John C, Bennett. |i of the buildings erected upon these terraces ne- 


[have been offered testimony concerning his|| yer exceeds thirty f : 
daracter, and if I should receive all I could get| » irty feet. They ere limited to 


twould be irksome to pack it about. 
Itis the most pleasant time I ever knew to 


d Joseph Smith, and the rise of the church, 
We make our next ‘point to Sunbury, twenty 


shout two hundred relatives, who have desired 
br several years that J should give them an idea 


thall leave my wife and be prepared to meet 


to give, knowing it is much easier to run 
}.stream than to row up. Br. Alexander 
fell in company with me twelve miles 
iCincinnati; he isa faithful and profitable 
Bt of the living God, ever testifying agains: 
false stories raised against the heads of the 
ywith thet honesty and meekness that 
Swell received both in and out of the 
meh, end will travel with me til! we are 
otherwise. L. WIGHT. 


Q0INS RECENTLY DISCOVERED IN 
YUCATAN MEXICO. 


| flat stone of which it is composed: and being 


ud the true principles ef republicanism, than || 
wer heard in the same length of time before-| 


| with a hard composition and surrounded with 


tom thence to Centerville, N. Y., where I have | at the top presenting a beautiful finish. The 


} floors are covered in like manner with the com- 


our doctrine, I am fully in the faith that J) 
ll play smash with them at this place.—}| 


Twelve in any place deemed proper, and re_| 
ive any instructions that they and Br. Joseph} 


j} one long and narrow story, without windows- 
| The roome are cbnfined to a double range, those 


nivel to preach the gospel there being no per-| of the rear: receiving no other light than by the 


ecution, and I have heard more spesk in favor| 


door-ways. The roof of the interior isan acute 
angie arch, formed by the edges of the square 


balustrade forming an angular projection, and 


| position before mentioned, and show marks of 
war. The exterior walls rise perpendicularly, 
| generally to one half the height, where there 

are entablatures. Above these, and in some 
| instances beneath them, are compartments filled 
| with hieroglyphics, figures and sculptured work 

in bas-relief, over a diamoned latice or ground- 

work, interspersed with chaste and unique bor 
iders of the most skilful and elaborate work- 
manship. 


‘The door ways are nearly a square of about 
seven feet, somewhat resembling the Egyptian 
style in their proportions, The sides consist of 
large pieces of hewn stone. In some instances 
the lintels are composed of the same, with hier- 
oglyphics and lines carved upon them. Stone 
rings and holes at the sides of the doorways 
render it evident that doors once swung tpom 
them, Zuportiwood was used for lintels aad 
i thwartbeams, some of which are still in good 

with lines of carving upon their 
gurfaces, The walls shew no marks of plaster; 
the inner varisce however hee @ coat of 


| 
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‘Thé ruine of Chi-Chen are situated upon a 
‘of mauy miles in cireumference, nearly in/ 
entre of the provinee, about a bundred 
the sea, and awsy from all water 
shication. These which are now in the 


